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S C I S S O R M E N
Big Shoes:Walking
AndTalkingThe Blues
D O L L Y  S E Z  W O O F / H I L L G R A S S

BLUEBILLY /VIZZTONE DVD/CD

F ILMMAKER ROBERT MUGGE 'S
famous camera-the sarnc orre
which tracked down Deep Sea
Blues, Last OJThe Mksissippi Jukes,
and the gold standard of all time,
Deep Blues-now focuses its docu-
mentary lens on a new blue target:
Scissormen. Nashville's own juke-
joint duo began when acclaimed
blues journaiist Ted Drozdowski
swapped pen and paper for a loud-
mouthed guitar and a drummer.
His impetus was a north Missis ippi
epiphany which originally struck
four albums prior to this Brg S/zoes
DVD+CD combo pack. Through
concert  performance, road t r ip
interviews, and even a whistle stop
visit at the Rock & RoIl Hall of
Fame, Mugge trails them through
barrooms and theaters dotting the
snowy Midwest on a rowdy bend-
er to spread the good word about
hill-country revelators like Fred
McDowell, Jessie Mae Hemphili,
and R.L. Burnside. And as they
then put that good word into
ac t i on ,  l oud l y .  Ye t  i nsp i r a t i on -
not duplication-is what enables
such originals as 

"Tupelo" 
to freely

modulate offinto far rockier wild-
ness. With its grimy ferocity and
sheer volume, Drozdowski's slide
guitar supplies all the dirt and force
his singing may lack. Matching the
drama of his vocal delivery to the
drama of 

"The Devil Is Laughing"
and "Delta Train," his talking blues
typically smolder for a bit first.
Then manically flare up into the
bar-walking showmanship which
grabs tip jars and patrons'beer cans
to do its sliding atop R.L. Huls-
mant cymbal-hazed drumbeats.
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